The attentional demand of pain has primarily been investigated within an intrapersonal context. Little is known about observers' attentional processing of another's pain. The present study investigated, within a sample of parents (n = 65; 51 mothers, 14 fathers) of school children, parental selective attention to children's facial display of pain and the moderating role of child's facial expressiveness of pain and parental catastrophizing about their child's pain. Parents performed a dot-probe task in which child facial display of pain (of varying pain expressiveness) were presented. Findings provided evidence of parental selective attention to child pain displays. Low facial displays of pain appeared sufficiently and also, as compared with higher facial displays of pain, equally capable of engaging parents' attention to the location of threat. Severity of facial displays of pain had a nonspatial effect on attention; that is, there was increased interference (ie, delayed responding) with increasing facial expressiveness. This interference effect was particularly pronounced for high-catastrophizing parents, suggesting that being confronted with increasing child pain displays becomes particularly demanding for high-catastrophizing parents. Finally, parents with higher levels of catastrophizing increasingly attended away from low pain expressions, whereas selective attention to high-pain expressions did not differ between high-catastrophizing and low-catastrophizing parents. Theoretical implications and further research directions are discussed. Ó
Introduction
Pain captures the attention of the individual in pain and prioritizes actions aimed at escaping or avoiding further harm [13, 46] . Besides these intrapersonal functions, pain may also enhance interpersonal adaptation by warning others and by instigating a variety of caregiving responses in others [8, 14, 17, 52] . This is particularly important in parent-child relationships. Children are dependent upon available care from others, particularly from their parents who carry the responsibility for their child [4, 34] . In turn, parental responses may have a substantial impact upon their child's pain experience [34, 49] . Central to interpersonal accounts of pain [14, 20] is the idea that one's pain is also powerful in capturing the attention of others. Yet the attentional demand of pain has primarily been investigated within an intrapersonal context [1, 12, 23, 36, 42, 43, 45, 46] . Little is known about observers' attentional processing of pain in others [24, 55] . Systematic research into parental attentional processing of children's pain is lacking.
The extent to which the child's pain comes to the focus of attention in parents is likely to be modulated by a number of variables. Drawing upon the cognitive-affective model on the interruptive function of pain, particularly those variables that amplify the threat value of pain may enhance attention to pain [13, 46] . One of the variables considered to be vital is the child's facial expression of pain. Facial expressions of pain are highly salient in signifying pain to others [9,40,41,52,53]. Based on studies on attentive processing of threat [54, 56] , it is conceivable that attention is allocated to salient pain expressions.
Not only features of the child in pain but also individual differences in parents may affect attention to the child's pain and further modulate the effects of the child's pain expression [14, 16] . Parental catastrophic thoughts about the child's pain, characterized by an exaggerated negative focus on their child's pain [15, 39] , are particularly likely to influence attention to the child's pain. Specifically, parental catastrophizing is associated with heightened inferences of pain intensity of their child [3, 16] . Furthermore, catastrophic representations about one's own pain have consistently been found to be related to increased attention to pain [42, 43, 45] .
